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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING - DECEMBER 16 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN PRESS BRIEFING FOR DECEMBER 16, 
1976: 


Q. IS THERE ANY REACTION TO THE FRENCH ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT 
THE BARRING OF FURTHER EXPORTS OF NUCLEAR FUEL? 

A. WE WELCOME REPORTS THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS 
DECIDED TO MAKE NO ADDITIONAL COMMITMENTS TO SELL NUCLEAR 
FUEL REPROCESSING FACILITIES. WE VIEW THIS AS AN 
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IMPORTANT FRENCH CONTRIBUTION TO WORLDWIDE NONPROLIFERATION 
EFFORTS. 

Q. IS THAT THE END OF YOUR STATEMENT? 

A. THAT IS ALL. 
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Q. HOW DOES THIS AFFECT THE PENDING FRENCH SALE TO 
PAKISTAN? 

A. I THINK THAT IS PROBABLY STILL THE SUBJECT OF 

DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES. 

Q. DID THE UNITED STATES HAVE A PART IN THE PROCESS OF 
PERSUADING THE FRENCH TO COME TO THIS DECISION? 

A. NO. I WOULD NOT SAY SO. 

Q. IT WAS NOT DISCUSSED - BETWEEN - 

A. WE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING THE WHOLE QUESTION OF 
NONPROLIFERATION, WITH A NUMBER OF OUR ALLIES, AS WELL AS 
WITH OTHER COUNTRIES WHO HAVE THIS CAPABILITY. 

Q. INCLUDING THE FRENCH? 

A. INCLUDING THE FRENCH. 

Q. SO THEN YOU MAY HAVE HAD A (INAUDIBLE) 

A. I TOOK YOUR QUESTION TO BE DIRECT. RATHER THAN PART OF 
A LARGER EFFORT. BUT WE ARE VERY HAPPY WITH THEIR 
ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Q. DOES THIS CLEAR THE WAY, AT ALL, FOR THE UNITED STATES 
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TO PROCEED WITH THE SALE OF PLANES TO PAKISTAN? 

A. I DO NOT THINK THE TWO ARE RELATED. NO. 

Q. YOU DON’T THINK THE TWO ARE RELATED? THEY HAVE BEEN 
RELATED CONSTANTLY BY AMERICAN OFFICIALS. THEY WERE 
RELATED OFFICIALLY BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE IN FRANCE-- 
IN ANSWER TO A DIRECT QUESTION. 

A. NO, I DO NOT THINK THE QUESTION IS I HAVE NOT SEEN 
THE OFFICIAL STATEMENT. BUT ON BACKGROUND, ACCORDING TO 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT FROM PARIS TODAY. IT SAID THAT THIS 
PARTICULAR ACTION DID NOT REFER TO EXISTING CONTRACTS. 
AND YOU ASKED ME, ABOUT THE PAKISTAN TRANSACTION; AND I 
SAID THAT WAS SUBJECT TO DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES. TODAY'S 
STATEMENT APPARENTLY REFERS TO NO ADDITIONAL NEW 
COMMITMENTS. 
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Q. SO YOU ARE SAYING, THEN, THAT AS FAR AS WE KNOW, THE 
DEAL IS STILL ON BETWEEN FRANCE AND PAKISTAN? 

A. (STILL ON BACKGROUND) IF THE PRESS REPORTS ARE 
CORRECT, THE STATEMENT DOES NOT REFER TO THE FRENCH- 
PAKISTAN - 

Q. APART FROM THE PRESS REPORTS, IS THE SALE OF FRENCH 
REPROCESSING PLANTS TO PAKISTAN STILL ON AS FAR AS YOU 
KNOW? 

A. I DO NOT KNOW THAT IT IS OFF. BUT IT IS STILL THE 
SUBJECT OF DIPLOMATIC EXCHANGES, AND THAT IS THE REASON 
FOR THE ANSWER I GAVE. END BACKGROUND 


ROBINSON 
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